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six months. Members may join for a month on payment 
of i^. per month, but have only one subject criticised. 
Summer: May— October; Winter: November — April. Sub- 
scription, 6s. per term. P'ines : 6d. for failure to send in 
principal subject; 6d. for sending in work late; i^. for keeping 
portfolio more than a night (unless Sunday intervenes); ij. for 
damaging or failing to return, within specified time, books 
easts, &c., borrowed from the critic or other members. Fines 
and any extra donations, go to defray heavy postal expenses 
of Critic and .Secretary. All complaints, suggestions, and 
payments sent to the latter, 41, Bessborough Gardens 
London, S.W. 

Subjects for November : — 

I. Still Life .Study (November and December). A dark 
bottle with wine in it to give colour, rather in the back- 


ground, to lett It possible; a green wine-glass in front; to 
the right, an open plate with a loaf of bread or half a small 
loaf; steel knife in foreground. Size not to exceed 17 ins. 
by j 6 ins. Rather a square canvas is best for this study; 
if the full size is not used, keep the same proportion. Any 
students who are in I.ondon should try and see a somewhat 
similar study in the National Gallery, by Chardin, the French 
painter. Note the firm drawing, the simplicity, the strength 
mingled with delicacy of tones, and the fine colour, the 

persuasive grey, for which this painter was so celebrated 
prevailing throughout the canvas. 

II. A drawing in black and white of the same study- 
charcoal, pencil, or pen and ink may be used 

III. A Flower Study : Chrysanthemums. If a group is 
arranged this study should be done in one sittfng-the 
whde modelled broadly as a bouquet, with only one or two 

1 the TcT"" and colour 

too gre™ d fficiT"' T'"' ‘f ‘W't Pf^ttents 

draw'and P^ru T^ry “ossom, 

background. ^ ^ against a lightly-toned 
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My dear Children, This v» 

all a very Merry Christmas. 

together. The Art Club has inr ^ ^>appy year 

the progress you have made ^1“ 21 
other day I showed a portfolio ront • • ^ 

skeleton to a little girl of four-andTh*i), Vhc^stPa 

great many ques^ons about the little girl who was lisSfng 
She was much impressed with one picture, where Jorf 
surrounded by pa ings. A few days after 1 received a 
little coloured chalk sketch of a girl with one hand up 
and the little artist sent word she was sorry she could not 
do palings. So you see how your work inspires others to 
The Little Authors have also much improved, and next 
year I hope this section will be a large and important one. 
One of your cousins who used to write tales for the Budget 
wrote to me the other day and told me that she now has 
her tales accepted by two editors of children’s magazines. 
Don’t you all feel now that you must begin to write ? I want 
you all before enjoying your own Christmas presents to 
remember to give pleasure to either Curley or Ellen at 
St. Chads’ Home, Far Headingley, Leeds, or your little 
child in the Order of Chivalry. 

,I should like all the rest of you to give the dickybirds a 
Christmas tree. Have you ever heard of such a thing r 
Well, I will tell you how to prepare it. Choose a nice tree 
in the garden, not too high, and not too thick. Hang on 
the boughs two cocoa-nuts, each cut in half, and suspend 
them with string so that the birds can sit on the e 

peck well at the food. Then get a little mutton at an ^”8^ 

that on, just as you put candles on your 

here and there fasten on crusts of brea , wi P . 

bread left on, and when the tree is rea 7 ’ ^ ° birds whf*n 

OP watch from a window ‘Ho 

they find they have got a real Ch 

This year I am not sending any ^ 
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mv dear nieces and nephews, have mcreased to such s 
extent, that it would take me nearly a week to addre, 
them and you know that mothers, who have big boys and 
girls,’ have not got so much time to spare at Christmas, 
have they ? 

Instead of a card, I have asked a great friend if he will 
write, especially for you, a Christmas hymn, which we hope 

-11 1 o 


you will learn by heart. 


Your loving, very loving, 


The Song of the Children. 


This is our world till sunset — 

Holly and fire and snow, 

And the name of our dead brother, 
That loved us long ago. 


The grown folk, mighty and cunning. 
They write his name in gold ; 

But we remember a little 
Of the million tales he told. 


He taught them laws and watchwords, 
To strive and parley and pray; 

But he taught us, deep in the hay-field, 
dhe games that the angels play. 


Had he dwelt for ever amongst us, 
Their world had been wise as ours. 
And the kings be cutting capers, 

And the priests be picking flowers. 


j — giluierea. 

In their faces we could see 

brother. 

And hanged him upon a tree. 

Gilbert Chesterton. 


authors. 

■Noreen Sim fSil T h t-. 

I'owell(„j,Heu/el’i Pidcockr'i.^ 

Lovell (9) have sent ttf ^ Novell and Dor 

sent round and marked^ Benny/' They wi: 

arKed by the writers. 


The marks given already are as fniicx' 

“The Pig with a Straight TaU”-.T 
Winifred Villiers Stuart 2 ^ ^ Dorothy Osborne, 3 ; 

Wee:ie We?" 4- 

DoJrW . PhyUU ’liven, 

Henzell Pidcock had not sent hi= ^aa 
not given to him but his tales were origin'allud gol? 

In January write “ How Hans Won the Silver Skates." 


The Order of Chivalry. 

All who would like to know more of this excellent Order 
are requested to write to Miss Edith Wyvill, Denton, 
Ben Rhydding, Yorkshire. Members and readers would 
hear with deep regret the sad news of the death of Lord 
Winchilsea, the founder, and it is hoped that for his sake, 
who did so much for poor children, and in his memory, that 
the Order may increase tenfold, and bring happiness and 
joy and a sense of brotherhood to hundreds of Christ’s 
little ones. 


Competitions. 

All competitions are open to the children of readers of the 
Parents' Review. Stamps must be sent for return postage. Eac 
article must have a label on it, with name, address and age on i . 
Rule /.-A fee of il entitles a child to work m com- 

work and drawings to be sen. to Aunt Mai, 
Wharfemead, Ilkley, before the 30th. 


Little Workers’ Society. 

MRS. Eomuko Stkooe. 

^ o for a cniia 

Each member makes two garmen s y 
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Our Cot. 

Remember that photographs are now ready of Ellen in 
Aunt Mai’s Nieces and Nephews’ Cot, and can be had 
from the Matron, S. Chads’ Home, Far Headmgley, Leeds, 

“Ellen has been going out for drives in her bath chair 
every fine day in October, and has been coming downstairs 
daily to sit in the sewing-room. This has made a nice 
change for her, and she is looking much better, for it is 
dreary work being in one room day after day, however nice 
the room is. She is very fond of reading, and would like to 
have some monthly magazines to read, as they are easy to 
hold, if any of your ‘ nieces ’ have some to spare.” 


Art Club. 

Rule /. — No drawing must exceed 12 by 12 . 

„ II. — Drawings must be sent fiat. 

„ III. — All work must be original. 

Subjects for December 

I. A pot of marmalade or jam. 

II. A design for a New Year’s card. 

The following artists sent drawings : 

Jessie, Harold and Will Dickson, Margery S. 
Vebb, Dora Hatherley, Marjorie Barbour, Margaret Powell, 
p''?” ^ Daisy, Evelyn and Rosalind Crookshank, 

Tprii^ tnondeley, Kenneth and Dorothy Yeo, Allan and 
OsbnrtiP 1 ^’- ^ ^.nd Mary Dowding, Dorothy 

and An’ Po-ys, G^ce, Lorna 
Kathleen^^and Viaor a’iIct “w' Steinthal, 

“7 Maitland Hal, Vera 

BettsJosephineandEHcB H- H"®!' 

Clark-Kennedy Katin ^ ^ Rachel Barclay, Gladys 

Woods, Ethel and Cicelv Dorothy N. 

Scruby, Muriel and Strang Steel, Helena 

Butt, Dorothy Denier, Howarth, Frances 

Mathwin, Lawrence Sdf n' L' 

Kersey, Joan Abbav n B^obert, Eileen and Kathleen 
ay. Dorothy M. Ker, Nora G. Tillie, Agnes 
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and Eleanor Cargm, Honor RundlT~M^ir~ 7 
Goodwyn, Marion J. and Eveline Tb Dorothy 

Crook, Katherine and Dorothy Marriou 

Daisy, Evelyn and Cuthbert Weatherell ir’ Eeverson, 

Reynolds, Grace Raine. Kenneth and Eldred 

Some laws of good design 

At the British Museum the deeiernr... 

the head the most wonderful and artistic^^^^^^ every turn of 
^ -u • r T r L designs ever invented 

by bratn of man. In the Pre-historic room, a long day spent 

tn looking at he cinerary urn and incense cups provL Aat 

the savage only realized straight lines. In not one instance 

has a curve been made by the knife on the moist clay before 

it was baked. Verdcal, horizontal, diagonal lines appear on 

each vessel, and it is most interesting to count the variety of 

pattern conceived by those ancient inhabitants of Great 

Britain, France and Germany. On two cinerary urns from 

the latter country appear very slight curves, but these 

evidently belong to a later period than the others. In 

another case in the same room the visitor will find pottery, 

horns, and shells brought from the lake of Baiyet, in Savoy. 

Here, again, the savage decorations are composed entirely of 

straight lines. A lesson for the practical teacher to be 

drawn from these facts is — that the child should be first 

taught how to draw a straight line — that being the line that 

evidently appeals to the elementary mind. He should draw 

it in all directions, and when the hand is steady, should make 

combinations of the same and produce as many patterns as 

possible. These must be entirely original, and after the 

teacher has once started him he must receive little, or better 

still, no assistance. 

Here are a few more laws to copy and learn. 

Tangennal Curmture.-Tc.^^ each curve 77the 

of its own-not to be interrupted or cut. 
opposite direction should ‘o-h and P- " ^rmon; 
or meet and melt into it, are p tangential 

With the nature of curves. Thu P rurves that are 

curvature — a law w'hich equally ^PP direction, 

back to back, and to those whic en tangential to 

as for example, in radiating j-ight angles to 

a principal line express repose, 

principal lines express streng 
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Con/ras^.— Contrast may be called variety intensified. Jf ^ 
composition appears dead or monotonous it lacks contrast. 
If flesh painting looks sleepy or mealy, either the shadows 
are not brought into sufficient contrast up to the light, or the 
colours are so much mixed together that each is deprived of 
its contrasting power. Contrast plays an important part in 
good ornament. In architecture the moulded and ornamental 
doors and windows are contrasted with the plain walls, the 
rich capital by the plain shaft, the dark cornice with the 
lighter wall below. Nature presents an endless succession 
of contrasts — night and day, land and sea — the smooth field 
and the dark irregular wood. 


UP WITH THE LARK. 

By Katherine Osler. 

f' Continued from page 

MR. AND MRS. SANTA CLAUS “AT HOME.” 

One morning I received by post the following invitation 
MJ?. SKITTLES. 

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus 
“At Home,” 

Dec. zimi, i8 , 

North Pole, Display of Christmas Presents. 

Arctic Regions. [r S V P 

the evening stated T fr. a seven o’clock or 

with stans"r„TiJ 

loaded with all sorts of^ Arctic” muslin, anc 

was a splendid refre< 5 hm..^r^^^ things, while at one enc 
like a large bazaar. ^ table in fact, it looked jusi 

I was welcomed with l 

Santa Claus and their so”^^^^ ^^J'diality by Mr. and Mrs, 
the guests my recent amur/ ^ pleased to see among 

acquaintances, King and Queen Winter. 
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iVlor6 g^uosts soon began to arr* ~ 

were no children among them— there 
grown-up party. Presently Santa evidently quite a 

Mr. Skittles, I will show you the n ' 
see them, before the 

explain my method. The parents Und 

and so on, come and tell me what the 

and I take care that the thinVs are V , 7 

for in.stance. do you want anything for anybody l ^ 

Yes, lots of things," I said, and selected a regular heap 
of presents, but you need not expect me to tell you wha^t 
they were, or vvho they are for. I could not see anything 
for myself, which rather alarmed me, until Santa Claus told 
me that people were not allowed to see their own presents 
beforehand. 

plan is this, said Santa Claus. “ Every year, just 
before Christmas, I take a census of every child in Christen- 
dom, and prepare a present for each one.” 

“But do you find that a successful plan?” I asked, “for 
I know that some children get a great number of Christmas 
presents, and many get none at all.” 

“Yes,” said Santa Claus, sadly, “but that is because there 
are so many children who have no one to give them presents, 
and so many whose parents do not care enough about them 
to do so, hence there are lots of things left over every year 
for those whose relations and friends think they cannot do 
too much for them.” 

“ Look here,” he continued, pausing before one of the 
stalls, “look at all these things that will not be wanted, just 
because nobody cares for the dear little people or w om 

”71 tw.-: buc can nothing be done i Nay, much 

is done, I 'know, to find and provide for these uncared-for 

children. Plaus “ but much 

Yes, much is done/’ ^hich children 

more might be done. Take one 
might help. If every child 

presents this Christmas, we g besides the 

child who will have | actual receiving and 

added happiness to each cni , another time. 

giving of, the present ; but we mus 
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Come, now, and see more of my presents; look at this motor- 
car, to go by real steam, and this model switchback with 
cars big enough for these waxen ladies to ride in. Are they 
not wonderful? Do you think me very babyish for taking 
such an interest in children s toys ? 

“ Not at all. Which are your favourites, Santa Claus ? ” 

“ Well, of course, the mechanical toys are very amusing 
for the first time or two of working, and a rocking-horse is 
splendid fun, and for exercise for both boys and girls there 
is nothing to beat a good old-fashioned ball, if properly 
used ; but if you ask for my prime favourites ” — 

“ Yes ? ” I said, politely. 

“ Well, don’t betray me to any up-to-date little girls as I 
fear they would despise me for it ; but I think my favourites 
of all are the dolls. Now, don’t betray my confidence, for I 
know dolls are quite out of favour with modern girls, who 
prefer bicycles, bats, books, animals, or almost anything you 
like to mention, and are constantly sending word, ‘ no more 
dolls, please, or ‘not a doll, please, they’re so stupid I’m 
t.red of them-; so I send them something else, but keep 
a soft corner in my own heart for the dolls Here thev 

faddiL'" We5Y""“’ Scotch 

laddies, Welsh women, Italian flower-girls, Girton eirls 

a^r„tlTo'ns7 " -'• -rts,’ 

™d" .hey made, 

trumpets. among toy drums, guns, swords, and 

The next stall was devoted tn 
of dear old Noah’s Ark var • different representations 

about two guineas I wa ' from sixpence to 

to keep Santa daus too ^ut fearing 

on humming— other guests, I passed 

“The animals came in two by two 
The book-stall to ! ” etc. 

-in not begin ’to ^e’scX to pass, and I 

to its delights. ® it or I should give too much time 

As we passed the doli’c r, 

accidentally knocked dr. t)use and doll’s furniture stall, I 

profusely ; but Santa Cl^s % piano. I apologised 

aus, after examining it, said, “ Oh, 
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it’s none the worse; how nlea«;ed v i 
gets it ! She is a little girl with 

and, like many other children she h sisters, 

difficult to think of new presents to give her "" 
of her great interests is her beautiful doll’« b 
said to her mother one day, she did ‘ - 

would bring her a piano for the drawing-rroL’ 

your^roun”ds ■■ ‘"“''““"S ‘Wngs on 

“ Yes, I could fill volumes of story-books if 1 had time, but 
I have to leave that work to others. However, I could tell 
you a few of my experiences if you would care to hear them ” 

Of course I said I should, and Santa Claus led me to a stall 
on which was a curious medley of things, some of them quite 
shabby, and very different from the new bright toys I had 
just been admiring. 

“ Every article on this stall has a history,” began Santa 
Claus, taking in his hand a beautiful and expensive-looking 
toy. “ I keep this in remembrance of a very dear little boy, 
whose present it was to have been. The year before I took 
some beautiful things to his home for him and for his brothers 
and sisters. They had some aunts and uncles, and many 
little cousins to spend Christmas with them. All was so gay 
and merry, I thought the children would never be got to bed 
in time for me to put the things into their stockings. My 
little favourite kept talking about me, and wondering what I 
should bring for himself and the others. The next year 
heard this toy was what he wanted, so I as usua on 

Christmas Eve, but when I drew near how ? 

present look of his home. A year ago every win 
been lighted up, bright faces could be se^en pej 
the blinds, lively music cou d and fro, and 

there were few lights, noiseless with a heavy 

in one room a shaded lamp u friend lying 

heart I looked into that room, . ^js father 

there with flushed cheeks an rig j crept away 

and mother watched sorrowlu y y ^ fr 

• 1 4- t'/ '■vn'i not needed 1 anu x r 

with my present ; ii dos / 

remembrance of my little frien . beginning and a sad 

“ That was a story with a r g ^ 

ending; now I will tell yo» one that b g 
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well,” said the old gentleman, taking up a number of funn 
little figures cut out of writing paper ; figures of race-horsej 
with jockeys that could be put on the horses, figures of do ’ 

Hnllc colHifirc nnH ^11 fuller ^ ’ 


with jockeys that could be put on tbe borses, figures of do 
dolls, soldiers, ships, and all wonderfully clever. “ The. ' 
were made by a poor lady for her little child, and in doin 
them she lost some of her own anxious care. The mother 
was the wife of a sea-captain, and had hitherto always lived 
in comfort. Every Christmas until now she had had mone 
to buy presents for her little daughter as Christmas-time drew 
near. But one year she heard nothing of her husband for 
many months, and was beginning to be very uneasy when at 
last the ship was reported to be lost, and all the crew drowned 
he wife though almost heart-broken, roused herself from 
her grief for the sake of duty and right. She tried earned 
to find some means of earning her living but this wo. ^ 
easy task, and poverty soon .stared her in face. Not a penny 
must be spent but such as was actually necessary /„T 

'""u have’nothing' 

out paper figures, and, rnkinrsl' mTght tyT 1 
ones, give the child <;rtTno ivei . ^ 

Christmas Day she nut he ' ® and amusement on 

and then se^io loT vthh'h " ^ve 
remembering an errand she ought d 

poor lodgings for a short time to do b Tu ®’ 
and she was kept out longer than busy, 

returned, what was her snr^ • ^ I but when .she 

been in her absence a„d filled' K "u"" ^anta Claus had 
stockings, and that a temntf daughter's 

table, and going to the door spread on the 

lady, she was taken in a nai enquiries of her land- 

ap with unspeakable thankf.^ looked 

husband, who had not been ber 

happiness which followed thn after all ! In the 

orgotten, .so I carried them paper figures were 

curiosities.” with me, to put among 

We now stood before th^ r 

aaus insisted on my haying '“ble, and Santa 

to h^' P’ace to the othe ' ®“PP®r, after which I felt 

Mr. "i’ another lo't *bo wanted to talk 

ban, a Claus, wished te 'be stalls, I found out 

good-night and a happy 
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Christmas, and after thanking her for her delightful enter- 
tainment, 1 returned home. 

****♦»♦* 
“Do you remember me telling you there was a love 
story up in the clouds, that I didn’t think would ever 
come down, Jacky? Well, it has come down after all, 
and I thought I would like to tell you it first of all. I’ll 
whisper it to you, it’s very short,” and stooping down the 
poet said : “ I am very, very happy, Jacky, for my love story 
was your dear Auntie Lena, and to-day she has promised she 
will marry me early next year. ‘ Good-night,’ dear little 
man, and as Tiny Tim said one Christmas long ago, ‘ God 
bless us all ! ’ ” 


SENIOR ART CLUB. 

This Club is intended for Aunt Mai’s pupils when they 
leave her at the age of sixteen, but it is open to any readers 
of the Review, either lady or gentleman. The terms are 6^. 
for six months. All work marked for exhibition is criticised 
by Mr. David Murray, A.R.A., on the yearly “Pupils’ Show 
Day,” in Miss Stewart Wood’s studio, 44, Holland Street, 
Kensington. All particulars of the Club can be obtained 
from Miss A. Y. Davidson, Secretary, 41, Bessborough 

“if fn, to Miss Stewart Wood, 44. Holland 
Stfe« Kensington, by the card of every month and the port 
folio .eaves her on ibe ts. of the 

^XraLxhe name and — 

on the back of each study, for the writing of 

of the principal subject r p usually numbered and 

criticism. Secondary su j are required to use thin 

criticised en masse. Oi s u e London, 2J. per yard), 

p'rench canvas (Young, purpose no mountings or 

to reduce postage. "or 

stretchers are allowed. exhibition ” is shown to 

Rule 3.-AII work marked ^ 

Mr. David Murray A.R. occasionally a letter 
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of her own advice to the students, and lends them examples 
of eood work. Studies are returned in June, or if a member 
•especially wishes, in December also. 

4 All dues to be paid between the 20th and 26th of 

month preceding a new term, by those who wish to join for 
six months. Members may join for a month on payment 
of IS per month, but have only one subject criticised. 
Summer: May-Octoberi Winter: November— April. Sub- 
scription, 6 s. per term. Fines : 6 d. for failure to send in 
principal subject; 6 d. for sending in work late; is. for keeping 
portfolio more than a night (unless Sunday intervenes); 
damaging or failing to return, within specified time, books, 
casts, &c., borrowed from the critic or other members. Fines, 
and any extra donations, go to defray heavy postal expenses 
of Critic and Secretary. All complaints, suggestions, and 
payments sent to the latter, 41, Bessborough Gardens, 
London, S.W. 

Subjects for December : — 

I. Still Life Subject : same as given in November. 

II. A Time Study: Grapes. Size, about 14 by 8. To be 
done in one sitting, or at mo.st in two, while the paint is still 
wet. If the study is done in oil, linseed should be used, as it 
will keep the paint in a good condition for working for some 
time. Let the bunch, with one or two detached, lie carelessly 
on the ground. A dark, mysterious background is best, and 
a piece of plain board for the foreground. The purple 
grape is perhaps easier in tone. Note carefully the trans- 
parent qualities of the fruit, and the delicate bloom. 

I. Mistletoe. The drawing alone of this plant is 
^ggestive of an infinite variety of design, and may well be 
and tW decorative form. Carefully drawn in pencil, 

ffreetiniy ^ tinted, it would make a pretty Christmas 

appreciated*^ ^ ^ design of this kind will be much 
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